Nnited States Denate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

March 11, 2020

Ambassador Robert Lighthizer

Office of the United States Trade Representative
600 17th Street NW

Washington, DC 20508

Dear Ambassador Lighthizer,

We support the administration’s effort to negotiate a trade agreement with the United Kingdom
(UK). Increasing economic commerce between our nations by reducing trade barriers, increasing
investments and modernizing our trading relationship will benefit American producers and
consumers.

U.S. food and agricultural producers face unfair barriers to market access in the UK largely as a
result of the UK’s former membership in the European Union (EU). The UK’s decision to leave
the EU offers a unique opportunity to address these trade barriers in a bilateral U.S.-UK trade
agreement. In negotiations with the UK, we urge you to uphold and promote U.S. science-based
food standards and work to address tariff and non-tariff barriers for U.S. agriculture.

American farmers and ranchers are committed to producing safe, nutritious, high quality food
products. Our nation’s food standards and regulations are among the highest in the world as a
result of being developed on the principles of sound science, data and facts. The modern food
production system in the United States has led to a safe and sustainable food supply depended
upon by consumers around the world.

The science-based standards met by food producers, processors and manufacturers in our country
ought to be reflected in each trade agreement negotiated by the U.S., including with the UK.
Trade positions held by the EU that are based on antiquated and unscientific food standards
should be rejected in an agreement with the UK, including those standards that block significant
segments of U.S. beef, pork, dairy and poultry exports and discourage the use of biotechnology.
Commonsense reforms to geographical indications policies and safeguards regarding the use of
common food names should also be included in an agreement.

We are pleased the UK’s negotiating objectives include improving trade on agricultural products
as both nations stand to benefit from a trade agreement that recognizes modern food production
methods. Basing food standards on sound science and addressing tariff and non-tariff barriers
will ensure a level playing field for U.S. farmers, ranchers and food manufacturers, while also
resulting in greater access to safe and affordable food for UK consumers.



Thank you for your continued efforts to reach a U.S.-UK trade agreement that addresses trade

barriers for U.S. agriculture.

Sincerely,
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