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November 20, 2025

The Honorable Brooke Rollins
Secretary of Agriculture

U.S. Department of Agriculture
1400 Independence Ave SW
Washington, DC 20250

Dear Secretary Rollins:

I write to you today to request you urgently pursue an exemption from the federal hiring freeze for the National
Bio and Agro-Defense Facility (NBAF) and use whatever authorities you possess to expedite the hiring of
critical positions.

On a recent tour of the facility, USDA staff highlighted the efforts being made to finish critical repairs and bring
NBAF to its full operational capacity. I appreciated Deputy Secretary Vaden and other members of your team
joining me on that tour, as well as the Deputy Secretary’s interest in ensuring NBAF has the personnel and
resources it needs to be successful and the commitment to working with us toward that goal. A lack of staff in
both science and operational roles will hinder NBAF's function and mission, threatening national food and
agriculture security.

The work of your staft has already shortened the timeline for NBAF to come fully online, and I commend you
on making food security a priority for USDA. Prompt action on this matter ensures this timeline stays on track.
I look forward to working with you on this matter to ensure NBAF fulfills its role as the world's premiere
biosecurity facility.

Sincerely,
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Jerry Moran
United States Senator
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